
MINUTES OF THE

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES INTERIM COMMITTEE

April 18, 2007 – 9:00 a.m. – Room W020 House Building

Members Present:
Sen. D. Chris Buttars, Senate Chair

Rep. Paul Ray, House Chair 

Sen. Allen M. Christensen

Sen. Scott D. McCoy

Rep. Jack R. Draxler

Rep. John Dougall

Rep. Julie Fisher

Rep. Wayne A. Harper 

Rep. David Litvack

Rep. Ronda Rudd Menlove 

Rep. Rosalind J. McGee

Rep. Phil Riesen

Members Absent:
Sen. Jon J. Greiner

Rep. Stephen E. Sandstrom

Staff Present:
Mr. Mark D. Andrews, Policy Analyst

Ms. Catherine J. Dupont, Associate General Counsel

Mr. Thomas R. Vaughn, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Joy L. Miller, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Buttars called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. Sen. Greiner was excused from the meeting.

MOTION: Rep. Ray moved to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2006 meeting. The motion

passed unanimously. Sen. McCoy, Rep. Draxler, Rep. Harper, and Rep. McGee were absent for the vote.

2. Reports by Departments  

Dr. David N. Sundwall, Executive Director, Utah Department of Health, distributed a letter and

accompanying information recommending children with autism, license exemptions in child care, and

uninsured issues for interim study. Dr. Sundwall also distributed a copy of "The Governors Speak –

2007" which is a report on the state-of-the-state addresses of the nation's and U.S. territories' governors.

Ms. Lisa Michele Church, Executive Director, Utah Department of Human Services, suggested the

Committee study the disabilities waiting list. She said her strategy has always been to fund the top 20

percent of the list and use creative interventions at the bottom. She asked if the Committee wanted to

continue those kinds of creative interventions.

Ms. Church expressed several concerns about studying the privatization of the Utah State Hospital: What

are the cost savings (there are none from Florida where privatization has been tried)? What are the

quality effects (there is no evidence that there are quality problems in Utah)? and What about the rest of

Utah's integrated mental health system?

3. Health Insurance Market Evaluation

Mr. Jeff Hawley, Data Analyst, Utah Insurance Department (Department), distributed "Health Insurance

Market Report." He stated that the report considers four measurable trends in the comprehensive health

insurance market: the number of health insurers, the cost of health insurance, the number of insured

members, and the financial condition of health insurers. He noted that consistent with national trends, the

cost of health care in Utah has increased significantly over the last seven years.
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Mr. Mickie Braun, Assistant Commissioner, Department, outlined the following list of recommendations:

1) HIPUtah benefit structure, 2) development of electronic data interchange, 3) prescription drug costs, 4)

medical malpractice, 5) transparency of information, 6) removal of state mandates from the small group

marketplace, and 7) creation of task force to study the rising costs of health care. 

Commissioner Kent Michie, Department, briefly discussed the issue of third party payors. He suggested

that a study of comprehensive health care reform be done. He noted two bills that will be discussed at the

national level concerning health care reform. One of these bills would allow states to gather data on

ERISA-exempt contracts.

4. Update on Child Welfare

Mr. Craig Barlow, Division Chief, Children's Justice Division, Office of the Attorney General, 

distributed "DAVID C. v. Huntsman" which summarizes the status of the lawsuit involving the Division

of Child and Family Services (DCFS). When the agreement has been finalized and all of its terms have

been fulfilled, the case will be dismissed with prejudice December 30, 2008 and the lawsuit will be over. 

Ms. Church stated that she hoped the Committee viewed the David C. case as progress. The system is

self-correcting and DCFS will continue to take the currently required tests even after court supervision is

ended. She reiterated her commitment to the continued protection of children and families in the state. 

5. Interim Study Agenda

Chair Buttars requested that committee members submit a list of five items for interim study. He

distributed a copy of "Utah State Medical Insurance Index of Values" for consideration. The suggested

study items were combined into a list and distributed to the Committee. Chair Buttars then requested that

each member indicate his or her two top priorities and choose ten additional items from the list. The

chairs compiled those responses and then selected from the list the following items for interim study:

Disabilities

• Children with autism

• Disabilities waiting list

Access/health Insurance

• Access to healthcare (expanding insurance coverage)

• Comprehensive health care reform

• Uninsured issues

• Tort reform

• Health care costs

• Index of values

• How to get more people insured

• Tax deductions for health insurance

• For business (H.B. 406)

• For individuals (H.B. 20)

• Uninsured—Master Study Resolution Item 111

• Healthcare insurance for small business (uninsured issues)

• Health care utilization—Master Study Resolution Item 92
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• Health care financing issues—Master Study Resolution Item 91

• Small business health plan (access to health insurance for small business)

• Health insurance access (as presented by chairs)

• Nursing care facilities—Master Study Resolution Items 103 and 104

• UtahHIP benefits

• Morbid obesity

Other

• Pandemic issues—Is there a real threat?

• Impact of Adam Walsh Act on Utah child care and placements by DCFS

• Obesity prevention in schools—expand Gold Medal Schools program

• Low income cancer screening—expand breast and cervical cancer screening to low income

women

• Home and community-based care for disabled and aged

• Services for youth aging out of foster care

In response to a question by Rep. Menlove, Chair Buttars indicated that the disabilities discussion would

include the waiting list pilot programs and that telemedicine would be included in one of the topics.

MOTION: Sen. Christensen moved to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously.

Chair Buttars adjourned the meeting at 11:47 a.m.


